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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In order to fulfill the requirements of candor and good faith set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§1.56, Applicants submit herewith the following Information Disclosure Statement in 
accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.97 and §1.98. 



Attached hereto is Form PTO-1449 listing references which may be considered 
material in evaluating the patentability of the claims of the above-identified application. 
Pursuant to the PTO's waiver under 37 C.F.R. §1.98(a)(2)(ii), no copies of the granted 
U.S. patent and/or the published U.S. patent application references are being submitted 
herewith. 
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This Statement is also being filed within three months of the mailing of 
International Preliminary Report on Patentability for a corresponding foreign patent 
application pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §L97(e)(l). A copy of the report is enclosed herewith. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional fees 
associated with this communication, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account 
No. 08-2461. Such authorization includes authorization to charge fees for extensions of 
time, if any, under 37 C.F.R § 1.17 and also should be treated as a constructive petition 
for an extension of time in this reply or any future reply pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.136. 

If the Examiner has any questions or comments relating to the present application, 
he or she is respectfully invited to contact Applicants' attorney at the telephone number 
set forth below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




John S. Sopko V 

Registration No.: 41,321 
Attorney for Applicants 



HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 11791 
(973) 331-1700 
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APPLICANT 
Chobotov et aL 


CONFIRMATION NO. 
6691 


(Use several sheets if necessary) 


FILING DATE 
October 22, 2003 


GROUP 
3763 



U.S. PATENT PUBLICATION 
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DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 
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CLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 






6,203,779 


03/20/01 


Ricci et aL 












6,395,019 


5/28/02 


Chobotov 












6,428,576 


08/06/02 


Haldlmann 
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DOCUMENT 
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EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 
609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form 
with next contmiunication with applicant. 



